Going Green and Saving Green
By Shauna Duffy, CPA

In today’s world, we are inundated with information about the environment and “going green”.
For some people, this issue is more pressing than for others, but in 2009, almost everyone is
looking for ways to “go green”, whether it’s in small ways or major life changes. For businesses,
these efforts usually have to be weighed against their costs. There are many green initiatives that
can be undertaken easily that will save money quickly and make a real impact, though they may
require changing habits. But even those that may cost a little more up-front, and may at first
glance appear to be too much for a small business, may still be worth it.

Many major companies are making big changes that lower their environmental impact. They are
aware that customers have gotten savvier about greenwashing. They can’t just make superficial
efforts as a marketing ploy anymore, and they’re taking serious steps that have a real effect. This
is generally not due to a sudden conscience about the environment, but because going green
often saves green — as in, money. While these major corporations, such as HP, Google, DuPont
and Wal-Mart, may have more money at stake, small businesses and individuals can also get in
the green game. True green initiatives, whether they’re done for public relations, to save money,
concern for the environment, or all three, are something all businesses need to think about.

At KLR, we have formed a Green Committee to help develop ways to be more green. Some
steps were easy and happened quickly: we were already recycling, but we made more vibrant
signage and educated staff about what could be recycled and where, which has had a huge
impact on the volume of recyclables. While we are “paperless”, we still manage to use a lot of
paper, much of which has confidential information, so it can’t simply go in the blue bin; we
made sure that our shredding company upholds our confidentiality standards while also recycling
the paper once shredded. Our technology company, Envision, engages in e-cycling computer
and other technology waste.

Other steps are taking a little longer to truly realize their potential. We have been “paperless” for
years, but we’re trying to continually decrease the amount of paper we use, which involves
changing habits. All of our tax clients have the option of receiving returns on a CD now instead
of paper copies — over the next tax season, we hope more clients will take advantage of the
opportunity to help us save paper. We have also explored measures such as motion-sensor
lighting in less-used rooms, and more efficient ways to use water. We know that this is an on-
going process, and continue to try to find new ways to uphold our green mission: “The KLR team
is committed to environmental responsibility in our offices, community and homes. We strive to
be environmentally-conscious citizens by using appropriate energy, resources and materials. We
will develop environmental practices and educate our team members in order to ensure that our
behavior and actions have a positive impact on our environment. We will make our commitment
to the environment a fundamental part of KLR’s culture.”



Everyone, from manufacturing businesses, to doctors’ offices, to social service agencies, to
individuals, can find ways to go green and save green. There are many ways to start, and once
you begin, new ideas to ensure that your bottom line improves, both financially and
environmentally, will continually develop. Here are just a few ideas:

Energy efficient lighting, including motion sensors — start with less-used rooms such as
kitchens and bathrooms

Really go “paperless” — less printing involves changing habits. Dual, high-quality
monitors help, as does making the commitment at the top.

If you aren’t recycling, start! If you already are, make it easier — place bins in strategic
locations (in the mail room for paper, in the kitchen for bottles/cans) and make sure they
are well-labeled.

Recycle e-waste! Computers, monitors and other electronics are toxic as well as take up a
lot of landfill space. KLR’s technology company, Envision, will help you recycle
electronic waste — contact them at info@envisionsuccess.net.

Use environmentally friendly supplies, such as recycled paper, green cleaning products,
or bio-degradable disposable lunch-room supplies.

Use less disposable materials! If there are paper cups and mugs next to the coffee, the
paper cups will probably be used first; remove them, and people will use mugs. Air-
dryers in restrooms avoid disposable towels as well as improve sanitation.

Be more efficient. Finding efficiencies, whether in the manufacturing process, in
shipping and delivery, though using digital client records and electronic time-cards,
buying in bulk, or simply using more energy-efficient appliances saves money and the
environment.

Source locally whenever possible — closer suppliers reduces the energy used in
transportation, often the biggest environmental offender, and supporting the local
economy helps us all.

To keep up in 2009, companies need to make “going green” a part of the plan. Forming a Green
Committee may generate ideas you’d never think of otherwise that will work for your business.
But however it’s done, it’s easy to start finding ways to go green, and save green.
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